
HEN BOERS PLAYED MARBLES.

ilitlcal Prlionert Amued Them-

selves Like Schoolboys.

llow the grave old Boer leaders
Lived marbles like Bchoolboys is

! j in Carl Jeppe's new book on the
'ransvaal. The old gentlemen were
1 prison for political reasons at the
me. Mr. Jeppe says: "The

congregated all day long in
he large central square of the pris-- n,

which presented a most animated
cene. In every direction you could
cg men receiving their relations,
!riends or solicitors. Between these

T.gcr knots the others walked, or

onngod on rugs and blankets, read-

ing, writing or killing time with
rards and chess. The favorite game,

liowcver, was that of marbles.

"It was a strange sight to see middle-

-aged men, whose daily oecupa-

lion had been a game in which the
counters consisted of many thou
sands of pounds, eagerly contending

for the possession of a few round

stones of the value of a shilling or

60 to the dozen.
"And it was remarkable, too, as an

illustration of the fallacy of the pop.

ular impression that the acquisition
of wealth is 'all luck,' that it wa3

the big capitalists who held all tlit;

marbles when the doors of their
prison opened."

SENSIBLE SUGGESTION.

. V7' .V in'- - X
The Caddie Tut, tut, tut, wot e!

Try your 3ieye-glas- s In the
other eye, sir.

A CHILD'S ADVICE.

Little Howard, 'whose age is five

years, has an older brother who has
recently been admitted to member-

ship in the boy choir of a fashion-

able Episcopal church. One day
Howard heard his mother taking his

father to task because he had never

gone to hear his older son sing.
Howard had frequently been taken
to services by his mother or his

grandmother, and he jseemed to be

rather.proud of the fact that among
the surpliced boys who marched in
at the beginning of the ceremonies
and out at the close was Falmer, his

"big brother."
One Sunday morning Howard's

father, somewhat conscience strick-

en, mayhap, said, after getting up
from the breakfast table: "Well, I
think I'll go to church to-d- ay and

hear Palmer sing."
Howard looked up at him very

gravely and said: "I would advise

you to go in the afternoon. They

don't let the preacher have so much
to do, and it's shorter then."
Judge.

A GREAT 8AVING.

Here is an amusing tali from
Germany about a man who thought
he was a very clever financier, and
yet does not seem to have had quite
as much sense as a boy who knows

enough to go in when it rains :

A barge was being towed up the
Neckar from Mannheim to IleideL
berg, and a shoemaker on the tramp,
with a large knapsack on his back,
came up and asked the bargeman
how much he would charge him for

a ride on the boat. The bargeman,
who was a bit of a wag, replied
"Fifteen kreuzers; but if you help

ull. only six." The shoemaker
thought the matter over for
minute or two, and, calculating that
he would save nine kreuzers by

helping to pull, threw his bag into

the boat and cheerfully tugged at
the rope all the way to Heidelberg,
when he forked out the six kreuzers

and shouldered his knapsack again.

A MOTTO THAT VORKED.

Stockson One day last week ol

Gotrox bought a lot of those "Do-I- t
Now" signs and hung 'cm around

the office.

Bond How did the staff take it?
Stockson Almost unanimously,

The cashier skipped with $30,000,
the head bookkeeper eloped with the
private secretary, three clerks asked

for an increase of salary and the of

fice boy lit out to become a highway

man and got as far west as Pitta- -

burg before he waa caught mid din- -

armed. J udge.

WlRE HAZY ON GEOGRAPHY.

Australian Had Queer Ideas as to Three
How to Reach Africa.

It is a foregone conclusion to the
American schoolboy that the man
who tries to walk anywhere from
Australia is doomed to a wetting;
but to some Australians, whom the
author of "In Search of El Dorado"
met, the obvious waa not so appar- -'

ent.
"Say, boss," said one of them,

suddenly, ''how far is it to tin; war?"
'South Africa is about 7,000

miles from here. Are you thinking
of going?"

"Well, some of ihe boys was talk
ing that way, but none of us knew

the country, or whether the track
was to sunrise or sundown."

"Africa is west from here."
"13 there enough water for horses

on the trail?"
"Man ! You cross the ocean."
"Well, I reckon old Joyhorsu,

here, can cross anything; but it
beats me to know how a feller can
carry tucker for all that distance.
I suppose there is plenty of stations
on the road, though?"

The traveler who was supplying
the in formation sought for an ex-

planation which would convey mean
ing, and foind it not ; but a sudden
sandstorm turned their thoughts
from the subject Youth's

WHAT SHE FEARS.

"A woman Is always afraid to tell
her age."

"She Isn't so much afraid to tell It
as she Is that some other woman will
ell It first"

BIG FISH OF THE GULF.

Two black groupers, or Warsaw,
which had been jerked from the wa-

ters of the Gulf of Mexico the other
day were brought to the city on

board the Pilot, says the Pensacola
Journal. The fish were monsters,
two of them tipping the beam at 372

pounds, while another which had
been caught at the same time ran

he.. total fish flesh on board the ves

sel for the time being, up to the 500- -

pound mark.
The two big specimens which tfc

zoologist would refer to as being the

species of Epinejhelus nigritus, but
which are more commonly and more
familiarly known to the average
Floridan as the jewfish, were hung

in front of a business house all the
early part of the morning, and hun-

dreds of people stopped and looked
them over. .

NEW VIEW OF NERO.

During a recitation in history in a

Baltimore public school, the teacher

once put the question :

"Who was Nero r
"I don't know exactly, ma'am,"

said the pupil addressed, a girl of
ten. "But I think he s the one they
sings about in Sunday school."

"In Sunday school ! repeated the
teacher, unable to recall any re

ligious music hawing lero as its
theme. "What do yon meanr'

"Don't you know the hymn,
ma'am?" asked the girl, surprised.

It's 'Nero, My God, to Thee.' "

COLD CANNOT HURT WATCHES.

"When a man's watch goes wrong
in winter he is apt to think it is be-

cause the cold has affected it," said a
jeweler.

"It nsed to be so because the cold
contracted the metal of the delicate
balance wheel. But now this wheel

is made partly of brass and partly of

steel, like the compensation pendu-

lum in a clock. These metals have

opposite expansibilities and the re-

sult i3 that the balance wheel is al-

ways of the same size and runs with

the same speed in all kinds of weath-

er and the cold does not affect it."

TO BE AVOIDED.

"An actor should lose himself in

his part, shouldn't ha?"
"Yes," answered Mr. Storming-to- n

Barnes. "But it shouldn't be

carried too far. Many of us lot
ourselves in our parts so completely

that the public can't sco us at all."

SILK SUPPLY OF SPIDERS.

Colors of the Fine Fabric
creted by the Insect

Sa

The spider is able to secrete at
least three colors of silk stuff the
white, which forms the web and the
enswathement of captives and the
egg coooon; the brown mass that
tills the cocoon interior and the flos-

sy yellow between that and the in-

side of the sac, says a writer in
Harper's Magazine. The glands
end in minute dints which empty

'

into spinning spools regularly ar-

ranged along the sides and upon the
tops of the six spinnerets or "?jin-;nin- g

mammals" or "spinning 'lin-ger- s,"

which are placed just beneath
the apex of the abdomen. The spin
nerets are movable and can be flung
wide apart or pushed closely together
and the spinning spools can be man-

aged in the same way.

The silk glands are enfolded in
muscular tissue, pressure upon
which at the will of the spider forces
the liquid silk through the duct into
the spool, whence it issues as a mi-

nute filament, since it hardens upon
contact with the air. One thread as
seen in a v.cb may be made up of a
number of the filaments and is
formed bv nutting the tins 'of

j i

spools together as the liquid jet are
forced out of the ducts.

'When the spinnerets are.;-joine-

and a number of the'spools are 'epp-- j
tied at once their contents ;, .merge
and the sheets or ribbons are formed

: which oni; sees in the enswathement
of-- ' a captive or the making of

i Argiepe's central shield..- This" fleli- -'

cafe .machinery the owner operates

j with utmost skill, bringing into plaV

j new one part and now another artd
again the whole with unfailing deft
ness and a mastery complete.

BELIEF IN FAIRIES.

A young lady recently consulted

me, as a specialist, on the problem of
the existence of bad fairies, writes

' Andrew Lang, in the Chicago Amer
ican. As she had only 6cen four
summers, I replied that only good
fairies have a place in the scheme
of things which we call nature.

The existence of fairies is occa-

sionally called in question by the lit-

tle girls of a skeptical age. Little
hoys appear to be unconcerned with
the subject; their thoughts are en-

tirely occupied by machinery,
motors, telephones and steam en-

gines, and if they chance to bo timid
their imagination can create no noc-

turnal terror more interesting than
the figure of the common burglar.
To reassure them, I am accustomed
to say that there are no such things
as burglars, adding the acceptable
argument that I never saw a burglar,
and never knew any person who did
see one. This argument usually re-

assures the infant rationalist;
though, speaking as a logician, I do
not think so highly of it as some
philosophers.

IN THE FAMILY.

Jfir

Ho Ain't you a Iltte afraid to trust
urielves on this treacherous Ice?
She Not bit; I guess I take after

father In that respect. He belongs to
the- - Ice trust, you know.

MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

"When I see a man and woman

enter my office together I can tell at
once which one is to be the patient
by the way they act," Baid a dentist
a few days ago. "If the man iB to
have a tooth pulled or filled, he slips
up and looks all around as if he had
the ague and says in a soft Toice :

" 'I think one of my teeth needs a
little of your attention.'

"If tho woman iB the one who has
been suffering, the man walks brave

ly up and says:
" 'My wife wants a tooth pulled.' "

BUSINESS ON A SAFE BA8!9

Customer How much for that
suit of clothes if I pay cash ?

Tailor Forty dollars.
Customer How much on credit?
Tailor Eighty dollurs, half of it

down.

WHEN THE FISH BITE BEST.

It Is In the Latter Part of May and
in June.

Fish bite best in the latter part of

Mav and in June, according to a

writer in the Outer's Book. This is

due to their mode of protecting
their spawning beds. In midsum-

mer they retire to deeper water dur-

ing which time fishing is very bad.

After the first few cool nights of

late summer they may bo found

ajram among 1 lie wcous or ou uie
shallows. Incidentally, it may be

said that any law which permits of

fishing before July 1 is little pro

tection to the bass in North lake,

There is little to be said in favor

of any particular part of the day.

It was never found that the early
moraine- or later afternoon hours

o
were better than midday.

F.nsterlv winds are best. The
northeasterly for piekerel and south

easterly for bass. While still weath

er and southwesterly winds are least

favorable.
Times of low barometer, and, we

may conclude, of unsettled weather,

are much better for fishing' than
periods of high barometer. Cloudy

weather favors pickerel, while clear
, , r 1 ' ' 11,

weather is ueuer ior i;e-a- . nwi.
kinds considered, there is no choice.

From this it would follow that a

good day for fishing would be one

with an cast wind, low barometer,
clouds for pickerel and clear if you

want bass, uo out late m .uay or m

enrlv June if you want fish and in

early September if you are a sports

man, and then start iislnng alter
vou have had a good breakfast antl
rend the mornintr paper, if there is

c 1 1

one to be had, and come in at a rea;

sonable time in the evening. Wheth-

er these conditions would repeatedly
give us good fishing is the question

The figures shown in my tables

could have been obtained only from

the fact that good fishing did repeat-

edly occur under just such condi

tions and with the opening of an-

other season it would be well to

make notes on just this point.

WHAT DID IT MEAN?

A young man who had become
much interested in spiritualism was
called to the deathbed of a very
dear relative.

On the night after her death,
when all but the watchers had re
tired, he began to wonder if the dead
one would return.

Just at that minute there were
several quick, mullled thumps under
the table at which he was writing.
He started, paled, and sat rigid. In
ten seconds a world of thoughts
whirled over him. Then the thump
ings were repeated, longer and loud-

er. For a nioment--whic- seemed
an age he. was beside himself, ex

pecting to see or 'hear he knew not
what. But nothing further hap
pened.

After a full minute of suspense he
gathered all his courage and, bend
ing down, looked under the table,
There, on another chair, he discov
ered the family cat, still scratching
her head, but no longer striking the
table with her foot. Harper's
Weekly.

NEW MOTHER-IN-LA- JOKI.

Wlfey Let's move farther up town
dear.

Hubby Tea; and let's move mothor
up with him.

8TEAM REPLACED ALREADY.

"I suppose electricity will even
tually take the place of steam," re
marked the mechanical chap.

The man who lived in the apart
ment house shivered. "Something
has already taken the place of steam
in my radiators," he remarked. "I'm
afraid to ask the janitor what it is.!

BEFORE THE BATTLE.

Mrs. Gasser I was, outspoken in
my sentiment at the club this after
noon.

Mr. Gasser I can't believe
Who outspoke you. in? dear ? Puck

SEEK TO RESTORE SHAFT.

Bsonsboro (Md.) Citizens Want to Re-

build Monument to Washington.

A society for the restoration and

preservation of the first monument

to George Washington has been or-

ganized at Foonsboro, JId.
The site of the old monument,

which is now in ruins a second time,

is on a prominent knob on South

mountain, a short distance from

ounsboro. There remains little
tmore than an irregular ime ui

nasoiiry, with just enough of order

to suggest the nuns ot a structure
of some size. Persons interested

in the organization of the society

having for its aim the restoration of

the monument feel that the d.ite of

its building as well as the manner

in which it was erected, its propor-

tions and its position, overlooking

so prominently the then great na

tional highway, entitle it to more

than a local consideration.
This monument has the distinc

tion of being the first shaft, it is

said, erected to the memory of

George Washington. It was built

y .the citizens of Boonsboro lS'.'T.

In course of years it fell prey to the

Hients, but as late as the

mantle heaving ine nisenm.on
:ould be seen from the town of

Boonsboro.
In 1882 !

a movement was inaugu-

rated by the lodge of Odd Fellows

of Boonsboro to rebuild (he monu
ment, Funds necessary were raised

by. subscription and public effort
and the monument was restored to

a hcjght .of 30 feet, with interior
stairway leading to the top. The

took place oh August IS,

1832, with elaborate ceremonies.

Ten years after its rebuilding a rent

appeared in the stonework and in

course of a few years the monument

had fallen to its former ruin.

it
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"ALL RIGHT."

Farmer thought you said this dog
as all right for the rats. Why, he

won't look at them.
Dealer Well, that's all right for the

rats, ain't It?

TOO BAD.

There is a sweet girl in Washing

1

I

ton with a most saintly patience,
bnt even she could not resist the
temptation recently to let fly a lit
tle arrow.

lie was about 19, but weary, oh,
very weary I lie naa made a call 01

perhaps two hours, and she also
was beginning to feel some slight
fatigue.

"I never get over a thing, you
know, ne said, Baaiy. 1 really
never expect to care for a woman

lin. I made a fool of myself over
one once.

"And vou never get over any

thing? Too bad!" she said, sympa-

thetically, and he smoked a whole

ox of cigarettes thinking it over
afterward.

CURED OF READING FICTION.

A teacher in one of the Kansas

City schools had considerable trouble
with a negro boy who insisted on

reading cheap fiction. After com-

plaining to his mother several times,
the teacher sent him home witk or-

ders not to return to school

"Don't you come back until 3 iA
made up your mind to stop rtuA
fiction," she told him.

Next day he appeared txttat V?

teacher walking very lame ail W
ing one hand on his back.

"If you done let me conw oac
miss, Ah promise never to read non
of dem affliction stories no moh,
he said.

HE KNEW.

Tho pretty teacher waa trying
explain the difference between good
conduct and bad, says the Youth's
Companion. "Good actions," Bhe

explained, "are the lovely flowers,

Bad ones are the weeds. Now can
any little boy or girl tell me the
difference between flowers and
weeds? What are flowers? What
are weeds ?"

"Weeds," said Walter, who had
been struggling with the sorrel in
his mother's garden, "are the plants
that want to grow, and ilowan art
tho ones that don t
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